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NOTIFICATION. 


The  General  Board  of  Health  hereby  give  notice,  in  termss 
section  9  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  on  or  before  the-! 
day  of  August  next,  being  a  period  of  not  less  than  one 
from  the  date  of  the  pubUcation  and  deposit  hereof,  written  si 
'  ments  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  with  respect  to  any  m 
contained  in  or  omitted  from  the  accompanying  Report 
Second  Inquiry  held  at  Brixham,  Devon,  with  rospect  to 
amendment  to  bo  proposed  therein. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
^ .i^.^  T.  Taylok,  Secrtta 

JJ'TiitehalJ,-^^Snfrttte  1855. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (11  &  12  Vict.  c.  63.) 


report  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  a  Second  Brixham. 
Inqiary  at  Brixham,  Devon.    By  Alfred  L,  Dickens 
Esq.,  Civil  Engineer,  Superintending  Inspector. 

[y  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  j^ccy  21  1855 

On  the  18th  and  19th  of  October  last,  by  your  order 
hem  a  prelzmmary  inquiry  into  the  sanitary  condition 
the  parish  of  Brixham,  Devon,  and  in  November  I 
Id  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your  Honourable  Board 
^Hereon.    I  suggested  a  boundary  as  the  limit  for  the 
.  ication  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  the  town  which  was 
,  ,t  Identical  with  the  boundary  of  the  parish  iteelf  I" 
^  rdmg  to  the  9th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  there- 
re  you  were  pleased  to  direct  me  to  visit  the  parts 
'  tlie   boundaries  proposed  to  be  adopted  for  the 

rposes  of  this  Act,  and  (after  having  given  notice)  to  hea? 
^  persons  desirous  of  being  heard  before  me  upon  the 

.  tednlsd^'las'^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^-^ 

rhe  following  Gentlemen  were  present  at  the  Meetino- 
The  Rev  J.  K  Hogg,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Smart,  the  Rev 
ses  Sanders,  Messi^.  Lakeman,  ChiJcote,  Brooki^fJ  Fat 
^11,  agent  for  Sir  John  Yarde  Buller,  Duke  of  Cleveland 

Edward  Soper,  Jas.  Turpin,  Thos  Honevwpll    r  ' 
rtlett,  Jno.  Seville,  Robert  Adams   Hocin  ien^r 

Luttrell,  Henry  Browse,  JohnUnderha;  sek  f  m^^^^^ 

hn"    \v°?rP^  ^^^J*  Brokenshir'e;  Geo  BuT- 

;ham,  WiHiam  Lavers,  John  MitcheImorr%f  i 
Anders,  Jno.  Tyrer,  B.  T.  Green,  R.  W  WoTston  d  . 

r  ^iv'^  Clements,  Charles  GllXVete^^Zne 
ham  Webber,  Nicholas  Burridjre    Jno   -Ro..!    •  ' 
>Hp  Apter,  Jno.  V.  Galley,  Jna  Birf  Ge^  Stf"''' 

lham  Maddick,  Henry  Langler,  Jno.  Smith,  Jno.  A«i'; 
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Brixham.  Jno.  Brown,  James  Clark,  William  Deeson,  William  Smit 
Henry  Dugdale,  Robt.  Smith,  Jno.  Elliot,  Darnel  Prm 
Fred.  Collier,  Richard  Spragg,  Thomas  Hamlin,  Jno.  Ma 
tin,  Jno.  Smerden,  Jno.  Tully,  Jas.  Martin,  Joseph  Tuck- 
Enoch  Goodwin,  William  WiHs,  James  Pam,  Henry  Gru 
J  H  Barnbury,  Thomas  Searle,  Samuel  Fox,  Christoy 
EUiot  C.  H.  Brooking,  Jno.  Shears,  James  Pearce,  J 
Phelp,  William  Soper,  Richard  Williams,  Thomas  Stev 
Peter  Barlow,  Joshua  Collins,  Lieutenant  Hoblyn  K.. 
Geo.  FoggweU,  Jno.   Searle,  Wm.  Hazlewood,  Edwa  ■ 
Vittery,  William  Murch,  and  Robert  Taylor. 

Printed  notices  of  my  visit  were  posted  at  aU  i 
churches,  chapels,  and  other  public  places  where  such  do  . 
ments  are  usually  affixed.  Advertisements  were  a ; 
inserted  in  the  following  newspapers  :-The  Western  T  v 
Wohner's  Exeter  Gazette,  and  Treivman  s  Exeter  .blyn 
Fost,  all  these  newspapers  circulating  m  the  district  . 
which  the  inquiry  related. 

I  opened  the  proceedings  by  briefly  ca  ling  attention 
the  9th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1848  ;  I  explau 
that  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  that  section 
second  inquiry  had  been  directed ;  and  I  further  cai 
attention  to  the  notification  attached  to  my  original  Rep 
on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  wherem  the  Geo 
Board  give  notice  that,  according  to  the  section  of 
Public  Health  Act  referred  to,  any  written  statements  raa 
'      forwarded  to  them  with  respect  to  any  matter  contamed  i 
omrtted  from  the  Report  on  the  P-^^^J/^^^^^J^^^^^ 
the  21st  day  of  April  last,  bemg  a  period  of  not  less 
one  month  from  the  date  of  the  pubHcation  of  such  Re  . 
l  informed  the  meeting  that  in  accordance  with  ^us 
fixation  some  statements  had  been  received.    At  the  le  y 
oTmTLias  LaJceman,  which  request  was  acquu 
in  by  the  meeting,  I  proceeded  to  read  the  same  to 


meeting. 

No.  1 


Copt  of  Resolutions  of  Meeting  of  Ratepateks  | 
rv^     it     the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  if  the  Public  t 

^  That  the  SnJ'<'"''ta^'^'''e}^XiZtZ^^iienc^  of  rarti  * 
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i"'  jn  Wednesday  the  ISth  of  October  last,  ■which,  evidence  might  BnixnAit 
;,  Jxen  and  thei'O  hiivo  been  refuted.* 

That  the  Chaii'man  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this 
^sohition  to  Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  Bart.,  President  of  the  General 
I ;  Joard  of  Health,  which  resolution  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
(3,  there  being  in  fiwour  of  the  resolution  68,  against  it  5, 
najority  63. 

(Signed)       Charlks  Beooking, 
April  15,  1855.  Chairman. 

No.  2. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  IMr.  Thomas  Lakeman. 

Brixham,  March  22,  1855. 
Iy  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  appears  by  the  Report  of  the  Superintending  Inspector, 
Alfred  Lamerte  Dickens,  Esq.),  on  a  preliminary  inquiry  into  the 
ewerage,  &c.,  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Brixham  ;  it  is  recom- 
aended  that  the  Public  Health  Act  be  applied  to  a  part  of  the 
larish,  a  large  portion  of  it  being  proposed  to  be  excluded,  thereby 
lateriaUy  altering  the  distribution  of  local  burdens  under  existing 
iws,  -without  any  reason  being  assigned  for  such  a  proceeding, 
t  the  same  time  that,  from  the  tenor  of  the  Report  itself,  such  an 
Iteration  is  manifestly  unjust. 
As  a  proprietor  of  houses  and  land  situate  in  that  part  of  the- 
arish  proposed  to  be  placed  under  the  operation  of  the  A  ct,  I 
iel  bound,  injustice  to  myself  and  the  owners  of  property  within? 
le  proposed  boundary,  to  protest  most  strongly  against  excluding, 
ay  part  of  the  parish,  on  the  following  grounds,  viz.  : — 
j;  The  immediate  result  of  applying  the  Act  to  a  part  of  the  parish' 
:.  \  s  proposed  would  be, — 

, ;  1st,  The  shifting  of  at  least  one  half  of  the  present  highway 

■  ale  from  the  houses  and  land  in  the  excluded  part  of  the  parish 

■  3  the  house  property  within  the  boundary,  which  is  the  more 
njust  because  the  occupiers  of  land  being  the  persons  who  keep 

rses  and  carts,  it  is  for  their  more  immediate  benefit  that  the 
-resent  highways  are  kept  in  repair. 


With  reference  to  the  statement  that  the  Eeport  is  overdra^vn,  I  extract  the 
)llowiDg  paragraph  from  a  letter  I  have  received  from  one  of  the  principal 
itepayers  of  Brixham:— "I  believe  if  ever  there  was  an  inquiry  conducted 
fairly  and  honourably,  your  inquiry  was ;  and  I  look  on  your  Eeport  as  a  very 
valuable  document,  containing  a  great  deal  of  useful  local  statistical  information, 
and  1  for  one  heartily  thank  you  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  in  collecting, 
compiling,  and  publishing  it." 

The  only  evidence  taken  after  the  meeting  was  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Bowdeii, 
Jrgeon.  The  business  engagements  of  this  gentleman  prevented  his  attending 
le  meeting,  and  as  I  heard  he  was  anxious  to  state  what  he  knew  of  the  sani- 
iry  condition  of  Brixham,  I  took  his  evidence,  the  only  time  (on  the  evening 
[Wednesday,  the  IDtli  of  October  last)  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him.  On 
nerencc  to  the  printed  evidence  in  my  lieport,  it  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Bow- 
;.  en  corroborates  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Brooking,  another  surgpon  in  the  town, 
fj  A.  L.  D. 
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BiiixuAM.  It  is  proposed  by  tlie  Report  to  exclude  landed  property  amouni 
ing  to  i£2,463  18s.  11c?.  a  year,  and. house  property  amounting  t 
J.'294  lis,  8c?.,  such  being  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  value  c 
the  whole  parish  ;  and  such  part  containing  within  it  about  on 
seventh  of  the  highways  in  cost  of  repair,  the  average  annus 
expense  of  the  highways  in  that  part  of  the  parish  for  the  last  fiv 
years  being  £2'6  13s.;  so  that  if  the  Public  Health  Act  is  applie 
to  a  part  of  the  parish  as  proposed,  instead  of  the  highwaj 
being  maintained  as  at  present  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  parit 
equalli/  at  a  cost  of  4c?.  in  the  pound,  as  shown  by  the  Returi 
in  page  29  of  the  Report  (taking  into  account  one  rate  of  3( 
in  the  pound,  which  was  omitted,  and  which  was  made  Marc 
1849),  the  same  expense  would  be  borne  in  the  following  pn 
portions,  viz.  : — 

Without  the  Boundary.  £   s.  d. 

Houses  and  land,  £2,159  at  2c?.  in  the  pound      -   23    0  0 

Within  the  Boundary. 

Land,  2,786Z.  at  ^  din  the  pound  .£1 7  8s.  3c?.  "1  141  ii  q 
Houses,  4,967 ^.  at  fid  in  the  pound  ^124  3s.  6c?.  /  _____ 

j£l64-  11  9 


The  whole  parish,  10,512/.  at  4.d.  in  the  pound,  £\16  4s. 

2dly.  Whilst  the  lo/io/eparish  would  participate  in  the  anticipat 
benefits  resulting  from  the  operation  of  the  Act,  the  exclud 
pai't  would  contribute  nothing  towards  it. 

It  is  stated  in  page  44  of  the  Report  that  "  preventible  disea 
"  is  sufiiciently  excessive  to  produce  a  large  amount  of  sufferi: 
"  and  cost,  not  only  to  the  families  of  the  afflicted,  but  to  i 
"  whole  body  of  rate-payers  ;"  and  of  the  amount  of  actual  cost 
money  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  saved  to  the  whole  parish 
the  adoption  of  the  Act,  the  Tables  in  pp.  28  and  29  afford  son 
thing  like  a  basis  for  calculation. 

In  page  28  it  appears  that  the  poors'  rates  for  the  year  endi 
March  1850  (the  year  in  which  cholera  prevailed)  are  stated 
have  amounted  to  ^2,421  8s.  \\\d.,  whereas  in  the  four  followi 
years  the  amount  averaged  only     1,798  9s.  0\d.,  showing 
excess  in  the  cholera  year  of  .^632  19s.  11c?. 

In  page  29  there  is  also  a  remarkable  excess  in  the  expenditi 
on  the  highways  in  the  year  ending  March  1850  (the  cholt 
year),  the  expenditure  for  that  year  being  ^198  14s.  7c?.,  and  \ 
average  expenditure  of  the  four  following  years  being  01 
J^148  5s.  6c?.,  making  a  difference  of  £50  9s.  Id.,  which  added 
the  excess  of  the  poors'  rate,  makes  together  ^683  9s.  ;  and  if 
calculate  on  a  quinquennial  visitation  of  cholera,  the  actual  anni 
saving  in  money  to  the  lohole  parish  by  the  adoption  of  the  1 
would  amount  to  ^136  13s.  9d.,  or  a  permanent  rate  of  more  t\: 
3d.  in  the  pound,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  occasio: 
visitations  of  typhus  fever  and  other  epidemic  diseases ;  neither ; 


.  the  advantages  to  bo  anticipated  confined  to  a  saving  of  money  only,  Brixdam. 
-!  for  when  the  cholera  has  visited  Brixham,  it  has  extended  over 
the  whole  parish,  as  shown  in  the  Tables  in  pp.  31  and  32, 

3dly.  It  may  be  inferred  from  the  Eeport  that,  if  the  Act  is 
applied  to  the  whole  pai-ish,  the  rates  on  the  land  would  not  be 
heavier  than  they  are  under  existing  laws ;  and  the  principal 
part  (I  may  say  nearly  all  of  the  parish  without  the  boundary) 
is  land. 

Besides  the  highway  rate,  the  whole  parish  is  now  liable  to 
assessment  under  Lord  Portman's  Act ;  and  in  1852  a  rate  was 
made  of  9d.  on  houses  and  2^d.  on  lands,  although  it  was  not 
collected  in  consequence  of  some  informality  on  the  part  of  the 
;n|overseer. 

The  present  amount  of  liabilities  on  the  wliole  parish  for  works 
contemplated  by  the  Public  Health  Act  is  therefore, — 

Highway  rate,  4rf,  in  the  pound ;  under  Lord  Portman's  Act, 
2^6?,  in  the  pound.    Total  6;^^, 

By  the  Eeport  it  appears  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Public 
Works  contemplated  by  the  Act  would  not  exceed  6^d.  in  the 
jound  per  annum,  such  being  the  average  amount  of  public  cost, 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  places  which  have  already  adopted 
it ;  and  in  page  45  the  Inspector  says,  "  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  the  cost  *  *  *  would  be  within  the  average,"  &c. 

If  from  the  estimated  cost  6^d.  in  the  pound  we  deduct  the 
imount  of  anticipated  saving  in  poors'  rate,  Sd.,  it  leaves  the  esti- 
iiated  actual  cost  to  land  in  the  whole  parish  3^d.  only,  instead  of 
j^d.,  to  which  the  whole  parish  is  now  liable. 

Without  saying  anything  about  the  benefits  which  must  result 
;o  the  land  by  the  increase  of  respectable  houses  in  the  town,  and 
rom  other  causes,  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  the  Report,  which  in 
)ther  respects  is,  I  believe,  honest  and  impartial,  is  in  the  proposed 
)oundary  unjust  and  inconsistent  with  itself ;  and  I  therefore 
lope  your  Honourable  Board  will  apply  the  Act  to  the  whole 
h  parish  or  not  at  all. 

I  have,  &c,, 

Thomas  Lakeman. 


iji  To  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
S)c,       Sfc.  ^c. 

No.  3. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Hogg. 

_  Torquay,  April  14,  1855. 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  at  Brixham  to 
,  ;onsider  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  Public  Health  Act,  I  beg 
1  ;o  make  one  remark  on  the  Report  of  Mr,  Dickens  in  accordance 
.  (vith  the  notification  at  the  beginning  of  that  Report, 

It  is,  that  if  the  Act  be  applied  to  Brixham,  the  area  over 
tvhich  the  expense  should  be  spread  ought  to  be,  in  my  opinion, 
the  whole  parish. 

I  will  not  enter  into  details  as  to  the  reasons  for  this  opinion, 
)ut  merely  add  that  though  I  am  now  residing  at  Torquay,  I 


Bkixqam.   continue  'to  hold  the  same  property  in  Briiham  wliich  I  di 
before,  and  that  I  have  no  intention  of  giving  it  up. 

The  rates,  therefore,  levied  in  the  parish  will  be  the  same  • 
me  as  heretofore.  My  opinion  is  formed  after  20  years  residem 
in  Brixham  as  a  clergyman,  during  the  last  few  years  of  whi< 
residence  I  have  been  obliged,  from  the  absence  of  laymen,  to  a. 
as  a  magistrate. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  very  obediently, 
T.  Taylor,  Esq.,  (Signed)  J.  R.  IIoGO." 

Secretary  to  the  General 
Board  of  Health. 

No.  4. 

Copt  of  Memoeial  forwarded  to  the  General  Board  of  Healt 
by  Mr.  Jasper  Bartlett,  on  the  17th  of  April  1855. 

A  Memorial  from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses  and  Ian 
in  the  parish  of  Brixham,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  to  S 
Benjamin  Hall,  Bart.  M.P.  President  of  the  General  Board 
Health,  London. 

We,  the  undersigned  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses  and  Ian 
in  the  said  parish,  the  town  of  which  has  been  recommended 
your  Superintending  Inspector  to  be  put  under  the  operations 
the  Public  Health  Act,  do  after  mature  consideration  respe< 
fully  protest  against  the  measure  as  being  entirely  unsuited  to  t 
general  and  especially  to  the  financial  condition  of  this  tow: 
and  humbly  submit; — 

1st.  That  the  petition  praying  for  the  preliminary  inquii 
after  lying  two  months  in  a  public  position,  and  then  being  carri 
from  house  to  house,  obtained  only  135  signatures  from  1,2. 
persons  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

2d.  That  the  Report  of  your  Inspector  is  overdrawn.* 

3d.  That  the  town  of  Brixham  consists  principally  of  sm 
houses  for  fishermen  and  sailors,  let  at  the  low  rental  of  from 
to  8?.  per  annum.    See  Report,  page  27. 

4th.  That  the  parochial  rates  are  already  so  heavy  as  to  be  wi 
difficulty  collected,  averaging  about  4s.  ed.  in  the  pound,  whi< 
with  2s.,  the  lowest  estimate  set  down  by  the  promoters  of  t 
measure,  as  sufficient  to  carry  out  its  provisions,  would  amoii 
to  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  a  burthen  almost  equal  to  a  confiscation 
house  property.  , 

5th.  That  the  town  is  usually  healthy,  and  the  mortality  n 
excessive,  setting  aside  the  inscrutable  hand  of  Providence  in  ti 
visitation  of  cholera, f  and  the  casualty  of  deaths  among  strani 
sailors  brought  ashore  ill,  neither  of  which  causes  would, 
presume,  be  affected  by  the  operations  of  the  Act. 


*  See  foot  note,  page  5.— A.  L.  D. 

t  Deducting  the  whole  of  the  cholera  cases  (77)  in  1849,  the  average  ran 
ality  for  the  seven  years  ending  June  30th,  1853,  -was  upwards  of  22^ pc^r  1^( 
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•  Lastly.  That  If  the  Bill  lately  introduced  by  yourself,  intituled  Bbixham.  " 
"  The  Nuisance  Removal  and  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1855," 
should  become  the  law  of  the  land,  the  provisions  of  that  Act  will 
suit  the  exigencies  of  this  town,  provided  there  be  a  clause 
introduced  empowering  the  Nuisance  Removal  Committee  to 
procure  a  proper  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  by 
sinking  wells,  or  by  other  means,  and  to  keep  such  sources  of 
supply  in  repair  out  of  the  funds  granted  them  under  the  powers 
of  the  said  Act. 

Dated  Brixham,  March  26,  1855. 

No.  5, 

Copy  of  Letter  from  G.  H.  Cutler,  Esq. 

Sir,  17  Pall  Mall,  April  17,  1855. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Dickens  I  have  been  favoured 
with  the  perusal  of  a  Report  made  to  the  Board  of  Health  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town  and  port  of  Brixham  Quay,  Tor 
Bay,  and  of  the  agricultural  village  of  Brixham.  Having  been 
assured  in  your  letter  of  28th  November  1853  that  "the 

"  works  under  the  Act  were  intended,  not  for  thinly  peopled  agri- 
"  cultural  districts,  but  for  towns  and  jjopulous  places,  and  that  the 
I  "  rates  for  the  same  should  be  upon  those  who  received  direct 
"  benefit,"  I  did  not  think  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  my 
property  and  residence  being  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town 
under  survey,  to  be  present  either  personally  or  by  deputy ;  and 
am  surprised  to  find  in  the  Report  a  proposal  to  include  both 
within  the  boundary  liable  to  be  rated  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
town,  coupled  with  the  omission  of  other  properties  which  happen 
to  be  a  little  more  distant.  I  have,  therefore,  to  repeat  my  protest 
against  the  adoption  of  the  said  Report, — 

Because  my  estate  is  neither  in  the  town  of  Brixham  Quay, 
Tor  Bay,  or  the  village  of  Brixham,  but  is  situate  chiefly  on 
the  shores  of  the  British  Channel. 
Because  the  evils  complained  of  have  been  produced  by  the 
owners  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  iu  building  upon 
their  lands  without  attention  to  drains,  sewers,  &c.,  and  by 
polluting  and  damaging  in  various  ways  the  streams  which 
formerly  supplied  them  with  pure  water. 
Because  the  said  town  is  in  a  state  of  opulence  and  prosperity, 
escaping,  except  for  small  dwellings,  the  heavy  poors  rates  it 
creates,  which  are  charged  to  the  land,  yet  seeking  to  visit 
the  latter  with  an  addition  ;  possessing  (as  shown  in  the 
Report)  15,000  registered  tons  of  shipping,  in  addition  to  a 
great  deal  of  other  property,  and  therefore  fully  equal  to  meet 
the  expenses  attendant  upon  making  good  the  deficiencies  and 
omissions  in  the  construction  of  the  houses,  with  whicli  distant 
property  has  no  concern  whatever. 
Because  the  application  for  the  Board  of  Health  survey  was 
got  up  by  the  mercliants  and  clergy  of  Brixham  Quay;  and 
the  gentry  and  clergy  of  the  rural  village  of  Brixham, 
together  with  some  ship-owners  of  the  quay,  and  a  very 


10 


BilixnAM.         numerous  body  of  respectable  ratepayers,  have  petitioned  th 
Board  of  Health  against  the  project. 
Because  tlie  alleged  nuisances  in  Brixham  are  such  only  as  ar 
found  in  villages  of  that  size,  and  are  rapidly  disappearing. 

I  have  to  confirm  my  opinion  quoted  in  the  Report,  page  24,  ii 
reference  to  the  burial  ground,  which  is  intramural,  being  imme 
diately  adjacent  to  the  houses  of  Brixham  on  two  sides  am 
flanked  by  the  vicarage  premises  on  the  third,  situate  on  slop 
towards  the  town,  and  elevated  above  it,  so  that  the  moisture  c 
decomposition  and  surface  drainage  percolates  into  it.  I  submi 
that  a  parent  grave-yard  should  not  continue  (particularly  unde 
such  circumstances)  to  receive  supplies  from  other  distann 
churches.* 

I  have,  &c. 

T.  Taylor,  Esq.  (Signed)  G.  H.  Cutleb. 

S^c.  SfC. 

Mr.  Lalceman  reiterated  the  opinions  contained  in  bii 
statement  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  and  expresse  s 
his  belief  that  if  the  recommendation  of  the  Inspector: 
limiting  the  boundary  to  the  town  district,  be  adoptee-' 
a  large  majority  of  the  rate-payers  would  petition  againsr 
the  application  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  Farwell,  agent  to  Sir  Jo/in  Yarde  Buller  and  tlti 
Bolton  family,  objected  to  the  boundary  as  described.  Hi 
read  an  extract  from  a  note  he  had  received  fi'om  Sir  J oh 
Yarde  Buller  who  mentioned  the  exact  portion  of  thi 
boimdary  he  objected  to.  Ultimately,  Mr.  Farwell  state, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  whole  parish  being  included 
the  Act  was  applied  at  aU,  but  that  he  objected  to  tti 
exclusion  of  some  landed  proprietors  while  others,  whofs 
land  was  as  little  benefited,  were  included.  Sir  J ohn  BulUt 
also  objected  to  the  source  of  water-supply  suggested  in  tt! 
Report,  viz.,  the  "  north  stream  head."  He  urged  that  m( 
only  he  individually,  but  the  inhabitants  of  Churstco 
generally,  would  be  materially  injured  if  this  supp  y  w£J 
taken.  I  explained  that  the  spring  in  question  could  m( 
be  taken,  under  the  present  Public  Health  Act,  without  t 
consent  of  Sir  John  Buller,  inasmuch  as  it  was  _  out  of  tit 
proposed  district ;  indeed,  it  was  not  in  the  pansh  of  Bru: 
ham  at  all.  Therefore,  before  the  Local  Board  could  m  an 
way  interfere  with  it,  they  must  have  the  consent  of  th 
proprietors.    I  further  explained  that  my  recommendation 

fS'ScVi:  InSL,,  (1,.,o„d  tt.  Metropolis)  Ac  ^  ^, 
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on  this  head  were  merely  suggestions.    I  had  mentioned  Beixham. 
the  "  north  stream  head"  because  it  appeared  to  be  the  best 
water,  and  from  its  level  was  available  for  a  gravitating 
scheme  of  supply. 

Mr.  Edward  Soper  handed  in  a  protest  from  G.  H.  Cutler, 
Esq.,  against  the  boundary  as  suggested  in  the  Eeport.  This 
•n-otest  contained  similar  staternents  to  those  in  Mr.  Cutler's 
letter  to  the  General  Board  j^rinted  herewith. 

Mr.  Jasper  Bartlett  stated, — 

"  That  the  memorial  was  got  up  and  signed  on  account  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  President  of  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
that  the  PubUc  Health  Act,  1848,  was  working  badly  ;  and  that 
he  proposed  to  introduce  a  measure  to  supersede  it,  which  mea- 
sure he  thought  would  be  Ukely  to  be  better  adapted  to  the 
general  purposes  of  the  country." 

Mr.  Bartlett  farther  stated, — 

"  That  he  believed  the  memorial  was  intended  to  convey  the 
la  wish  of  some  of  those  who  signed  it,  that  the  matter  of  the  appli- 
is!  cation  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1848,  should  stand  over  until 
the  passing  of  the  PubUc  Health  and  Nuisances  Removal  Acts 
now  before  Parliament." 


Messrs.  Brotvse,  BrooJcing,  Underhay,  and  Webber  sup- 
ported  Mr.  Lalceman's  statement. 


1 


The  Rev.  J.  R.  Hogg  explained, — 

"  That  the  ecclesiastical  boundary  the  Inspector  had  referred 
tb  to  in  his  original  Report  was  only  a  boundary  for  Church 
.  ;  lurposes  ;  it  was  in  no  way  a  recognised  boundary  for  ordinary 
)arish  purposes." 


Mr.  Ifockin,  agent  to  Mr.  Luttrell,  contended,— 
That  there  had  been  no  sufficient  reason  given  why  the  whole' 
parish  should  be  included  within  the  boundaries  for  the  applica- 
lon  of  the  Pubhc  Health  Act.    But  at  the  same  time,  he  appeared 
tor  the  purpose  of  expressing  his  opinion,  that  Mr.  Lutfrell 

•''Pn?.?/w   m  f^r^         ^PP^'^        application  of  the 

,  Public  Health  Act  to  the  whole  parisli.  He  thought  that, 
,  vhcn  he  represented  to  Mr.  Luttrell  how  great  and  ui^ent  was 
,  the  necessity  for  some  remedial  measures  being  adopted  for  the 
■  ZZ'Tl  g-tlcman^woulS  not,  on  the 

'=  E  parishr*"^  ^'  ""^^^'^        application  of  the  Act  to  the 

Mr,  E,  W,  Wolston  supported  Mr.  LaJceman's  state- 
int. 


ment 
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BatxHAM.  After  a  desultory  diacussion  Mr.  Wolston,  at  the  suggeRs 
tion  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  gentlemen  presentt 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  put  the  followin|; 
resolution, — 

"  That  the  sense  of  the  meeting  be  taken  on  the  question  o-j 
boundaries,  whether  or  not  the  -whole  parish  shall  be  includen 
in  the  district  ;  it  being  distinctly  understood  that  this  meetinjn 
be  not  thereby  committed  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act." 

I  stated  I  could  have  no  objection  to  act  on  the  wish  of  th 
meeting,  and  therefore  put  the  resolution  as  it  was  handc-j 
to  me. 

On  calling  over  the  names  of  those  who  voted,  thi 
numbers  stood  thus : 

Infavourof  the  whole  parish  being  included  -  71 
Did  not  vote  -  -  "  -  3 

Absent  -  -  -  -       -  11 

Total  number  present  at  commencement  ofjg^ 
meeting  -  -  "  'J  

The  boundary  I  suggested  in  my  Report  on  the  preliminar 
inquiry  was  fixed  as  there  described  for  two  reasons  :  _ 

First,  Because  I  thought,  that,  from  the  pecuHar  local  cui 
cumstaAces  of  the  case,  the  town  district  within  the  limits  o 
the  ecclesiastical  boundary  was  a  fair  one  as  far  as  it  wentt 
but  as  that  boundary  excluded  a  considerable  portion  ot  ttn 
upper  part  of  Brixham,  I  proposed  to  extend  it  bo  as  It 
take  in  all  the  house  property  within  the  town. 

Second,  Because  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  nc 
preliminary  inquiry,  to  discuss  the  boundary  question, 
was  then  strongly  urged  that  to  include  the  whole  pariss 
would  necessarily  incur  the  most  strenuous  and  importaii 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  landowners  without  the  tow 

district.  ,    ,        „  -i.!] 

As  the  opposition  referred  to  appears  to  be  now  ^tll 
drawn,  Uv.  Fartvdl,  the  agent  to  Hix  John  Yarde  Bulle: 
the  Duke  of  Cleveland,  and  the  Earl  oi  Sandwich,  aU  larj, 
proprietors  in  the  parish,  having  expressed  1^^^  0P/^^°^^\Xn. 
the  Act  be  applied  at  aU,  it  ought  to  be  jM^^^^^^  j^VTv-r 
parish;  and  Mr.  Sockin,  the  agent  to  Mr  iuiireii,  havii.l 
stated  that  he  believed  no  objection  would  offered  by  th. 
gentleman  to  the  whole  parish  being  included  I  beg  uo 
humbly  to  recommend  to  your  Honourable  Boaid,  th> 
tirPublic  Health  Act  should  be  applied  to  the  whole  pan. 
of  Brixham. 
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I  further  recommend,  that  the  number  of  members  to  Brixuaaii 
constitute  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  and  the  qualification 
for  such  membership,  be  the  same  as  suggested  in  my  report 
on  the  preliminary  inquiry. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alfred  L.  Dickens, 
JSuperintending  Inspector. 

The  General  Board  of  Health, 
S^c.       4  c.  4-c. 
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